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The impact of our giving can be seen in the flourishing of our primary beneficiary,  
UT Southwestern Medical Center.

We invite you to learn more about how we’re reaching toward that higher standard.
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We believe in the lasting impacts of inspiring a great citizenship to greater deeds.

I N S P I R I N G

Jaclyn Albin, M.D., CCMS, DipABLM, and Jason Newman, M.D., with a young patient.
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The Sprague Award
Behind every great city are extraordinary leaders who step forward to address the needs of their 

community. For three decades, Southwestern Medical Foundation has honored these leaders through 
The Sprague Award, its highest community distinction. These outstanding philanthropists continue to 
shape the future of Dallas and inspire a higher standard in medical education, discovery, innovation, 

and care through contributions of time, leadership, and resources. Join us in celebrating the 2022 
recipients: Maureen and Robert Decherd, Nancy and Jeremy Halbreich, and the Thompson family.
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Established in 1991, The Sprague Award – named for Dr. Charles Cameron Sprague, the first 
President of UT Southwestern Medical Center, and former President of Southwestern Medical 

Foundation – is the Foundation’s highest community distinction. The Award recognizes outstanding 
community leaders who have provided significant support to advance health care through 

contributions of time, leadership, and resources. Since its inception, The Sprague Award has been 
bestowed on 47 exceptional civic and business leaders who have brought significant time and 

resources to our mission to build one of the leading medical communities in the world.
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Welcoming Jere W. Thompson, Jr., Chair of Southwestern Medical Foundation
In May 2022, Southwestern Medical Foundation announced newly elected Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees, Jere W. Thompson, Jr. Thompson has been a member of the Board since 1999. He is 

succeeding James R. Huffines, who served as Chairman since 2019.
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Congratulations to Our 2022 Trustees

Amy McKnight

Michael Kahn

Kim Askew

Pete Chilian

Linda Kao

Peter Brundage
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We believe in empowering our community to take an active role  
around health’s most pressing issues.

C O N V E N I N G

Leading the Conversation on Health 2023: Inspiring a Higher Standard.
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Leading the Conversation on Health
In October 2022, we hosted a special “Leading the Conversation on Health” program featuring 
an update on the progress of the Peter O’Donnell Jr. Brain Institute at UT Southwestern and an 

enlightening conversation between William T. Dauer, M.D., Kimberly Goodspeed, M.D., Nader 
Pouratian, M.D., Ph.D., and Madhukar Trivedi, M.D. 

P H O T O  G A L L E R Y  F R O M  T H E  E V E N T

I think UT Southwestern and the O’Donnell Brain Institute together are poised at a unique opportunity  
to change and improve the lives of individuals with brain disease. And it’s going to depend on a culture  

of excellence and really going for the North Star. The Brain Institute really strives to create this  
culture in which barriers are broken down. That allows us to do things I think others can’t do.

WILLIAM T. DAUER, M.D.
Director, Peter O’Donnell Jr. Brain Institute
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An Evening with DocStars
An Evening with DocStars 2022 was a tremendous success, and broke records in fundraising, attendance, 
and outreach. This enabled The Cary Council to present three $50,000 grants to promising, early-career 

investigators at UT Southwestern that will accelerate progress in medicine in their fields. This year’s winners – 
Proshad Efune, M.D., Robin Higashi, Ph.D., and Dominic Moon, M.D. – were selected from an outstanding group 

of researchers by The Cary Council’s Steering Committee.
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A Night to Remember
To read more about The Cary Council’s signature event, An Evening with DocStars, and meet the 2022  

grant recipients, click here.
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Since the inaugural An Evening with DocStars event 
in 2017, The Cary Council has awarded 15 substantial 
grants to young investigators to accelerate their work 
for a total of $750,000. These grants have attracted 
$9.4 million in additional funding for research spanning 
several important medical areas, including breast 
cancer, brain cancer, genomic technologies, and 
infectious disease.

In 2021, The Cary Council reached a significant 
milestone by partnering with Southwestern Medical 
Foundation to establish their first endowed gift, which 
totaled $100,000 with matching funds. The Cary 
Council Brain Fellowship Support Fund for the Peter 
O’Donnell Jr. Brain Institute at UT Southwestern will 
provide the means to recruit and train young talent 
for the Institute.

I N  FO L LOW- O N  F U N D I N G

ESTA B L I S H E D

E N D OW E D  F U N D

$9.4M

$100K
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Learning from Leaders
The Cary Council’s program, “Learning from Leaders,” brought together scientific and philanthropic leaders 
at the exciting new Pegasus Park campus to discuss bridging the gap between the research lab and trusted 

medical treatments. We were honored to host an in-depth discussion about early-stage research and the 
commercialization of the next big medical breakthrough featuring Claire Aldridge, Ph.D., and Brad Phelan, MBA, 

Director of Technology Commercialization at UT Southwestern.
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Photo Gallery from the Event
To read more about the “Inspiring a Higher Standard in Medicine” program hosted in 2022, click here.

I think giving really binds the community and the donors and the Foundation to the 
institution. It’s a significant investment in the future of the institution. The community 
supports UT Southwestern and our hospitals and our students and our researchers 
and all of those really, I think, in a unique way. Not every academic medical institution 
experiences that.”
JAMES “BRAD” CUTRELL, M.D.

The scholarship recipients [at UT Southwestern] understand the importance of the 
investments that are being made in them. Individual donors, the Southwestern Medical 
Foundation, and UT Southwestern have made bets on our scholarship recipients. In 
some cases, all-in bets for the good of our society.”
WILLIAM TURNER, M.D.
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We believe that progress in medicine requires us to broaden and deepen 
sustainable funding for the mission ahead.

S U S T A I N I N G

Foundation scholarship recipients on the Old Parkland Campus for a  
program about excellence in medical education at UT Southwestern.
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Sustaining the Growth of Our Region
Southwestern Medical Foundation was established through a community vision to meet the growing health care needs of 

a growing region. Since then, our mission has remained the same: to build and promote the highest quality health care, 
research, and education in the southwestern United States.

Today, we celebrate $1.5 billion of generous community investment received during recent campaigns led in partnership 
with UT Southwestern. We also remind ourselves that our region is growing at a rapid pace, and to sustain meeting the 

complex needs of our diverse communities, we must continue scaling our momentum.

O U R  I M P A C T

$11 MILLION 
RAISED $30 MILLION 

RAISED $770+ MILLION 
RAISED $200 MILLION 

RAISED
$500+ MILLION 

RAISED
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Nancy Cain Marcus &  
Sanford R. Robertson
Supporting highest priority  
needs at UT Southwestern

Jean D. Wilson Center for Biomedical 
Research at UT Southwestern Youth Aware of Mental Health (YAM) 

Resilience Training Program
Supporting the building of the 
TI Biomedical Engineering and 

Sciences Building

Benefitting UT Southwestern’s 
NEuro Wellness in Brains of 
Infants (NEWBI) program

The Crystal Charity Ball The Eugene McDermott 
Foundation

Estate of Jean D. Wilson, M.D. Kozmetsky Family 
Foundation

Builders and Innovators
Our mission has been supported by exceptional individuals and businesses committed to building a medical center second 
to none, and driven to assure a sustainable future for medical progress. We are inspired by their generosity, which was an 

integral part of the impact we built together in 2022.

Gifts and Donors
Thank you to those who invested in the Foundation’s mission in 2022, moving forward our 

mission to improve medical education, research, and patient care.

$24 Million in total contributions + 768 donors

2 0 2 2  G I V I N G
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Today, nearly 20% of the Foundation’s endowment is 
the result of planned gifts. This intersection between 
generosity and vision creates an ever-growing source of 
support for our most critical initiatives in health care. We 
continue to see this exponential growth through those 
generous hearts who invest in tomorrow.

O F

O F  T H E  FO U N DAT I O N ’S 
E N D OW M E N T

P L A N N E D  G I F TS 
M A K E  U P  N E A R LY

$1B
20%
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H O N O R I N G  A  L E G A C Y

In 2023, The Heritage Society will be renamed in honor 
of the legacy of Dr. Kern Wildenthal. For more than 20 
years, Dr. Wildenthal served as UT Southwestern’s 
President. He then served as President of Southwestern 
Medical Foundation for another four years. During his 
tenure, Dr. Wildenthal’s tremendous leadership helped 
UT Southwestern continue its rise to the pinnacle of 
medical institutions worldwide.
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